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l. The BIG ISSUES - the HEADLINES

Flooding
Flooding is the main concern for the parishioners who live in the river flood plain. Continual
and continued pressure on the Environment Agency is essential.

The A303
This major trunk road bisects the Parish and provides a significant safety risk. Access to and
from it is difficult and risky but the main problem is crossing it safely. What can be done?

Recycling
There is overwhelming support for improving our current facilities for recycling our waste.
Surely there should be an easy quick fix here.

The Village Shop and Post Office
We have lost ours — what next?

Farmers’ Market
Huge support indicated for a Farmers’ Market. Where could it be held and who would run it?

A Swimming Pool - a dream or a possible reality
There was interest shown from both young and old for a swimming pool in the Parish. Is this
just a dream or could it happen in West Camel?




. INTRODUCTION

a. Why does West Camel need a Parish Plan
A Parish Plan gives the parishioners a unique opportunity to influence the decisions of local
government and other agencies.

It gives the Parish a chance to have its say.

b.  Who took the initiative and what were their obje ctives

Prompted by various Parish meetings a group of volunteers formed the West Camel Living
Plan Committee, established a constitution and terms of reference, produced a questionnaire
and prepared this report. (see appendix)

The objective of the West Camel Living Plan Committee was:
- To produce a West Camel Living Plan based on the needs and expectations of
current parishioners.
To report back at an open Parish meeting and to enable the setting up of new
Working Groups to pursue new ideas and initiatives.
It also suggests the Plan is revisited and reviewed on a regular basis (say 5 years)

. WEST CAMEL PARISH (ordnance Survey Location ST 578247)

West Camel Parish sits astride the A303 trunk road, equidistant from Yeovil, Sherborne,
Wincanton and Castle Cary. West Camel village is to the

south of the A303 on the River Cam with outlying hamlets at

Urgashay and Little Marston, and, to the north of the A303

are the settlements of Steart and Downhead.

Roman settlements on Camel Hill and along the River Cam,

and the site of a Medieval village (a National Heritage site) at

Downhead remind us of our historic background. In the 13th

century the Abbot of Muchelney owned Downhead and the

surrounding area. The Manor of Downhead is mentioned in

the Doomsday Book. There are examples of architecture Slow Court
dating back to circa 1200 at Slow Court and Lundy Cottage.

West Camel is a lively community of about 200 dwellings and about 450 people.



A modern Methodist Chapel (early 20" century) is
situated on the busy A303 trunk road and All Saints
is a beautiful Norman church built on a Saxon site in
the centre of the village. The Old Rectory boasts a
Tithe Barn and a stonebuilt round Dovecote. We
have a pub/restaurant but have seen the demise of
our Village Post Office and General Store. A mobile

_ Post Office now visits the village once a week and is

Methodist Church . . .
stone laying ceremony 18 July 1908 based in our new village hall — the Davis Hall.

There is a limited amount of employment in the Parish but most
employees and professionals travel to work from the village.

Over the last ten years an increasing number of properties have
changed hands and a new courtyard development of six houses
has been built on a farmyard site, which was the last working
farm in the heart of the village. Four bungalows at Home Close
provide housing for elderly or disabled tenants. The listed “Round
Houses” on Howell Hill are probably our most familiar landmark.

IV. BACKGROUND TO THE LIVING PLAN
a. The 1996 Parish Appraisal

Ten years ago West Camel conducted its first survey and produced the “West Camel Parish
Appraisal November 1996". It invited everyone who lived in the

Parish to get involved and collectively identify the needs and

concerns of the Parish.

The Appraisal proved a great success. It informed the Parish

Council with new information as well as reinforcing some old

chestnuts.

b.  Since the 1996 Appraisal

Changes prompted by the 1996 Appraisal:
The most significant issue highlighted in the 1996 Appraisal
was the lack of adequate community hall facilities which
limited any of the new activities suggested. This sparked an
initiative which resulted in the offer of land for a new hall
from a local landowner. A charity was formed, monies raised and four years later a
new purpose built Village Hall - The Davis Hall — was opened, 16" August 2001. This
was a great achievement for a small Parish driven by enthusiastic volunteers and
great community spirit.
Five years later the Davis Hall is flourishing with a weekly Lunch Club, with over 40
regulars, Sunday Club, Dog Training, Womens Institute, Computer Club, Art & Craft
Club, Western Dancers, Shortmat Bowls, Thornford Sequence Dancers, St Michaels
Scottish Dancers, Youth Club, Cool Country, Gardeners Club, Model Railway Society,
IT Classes, Table Top Sales and many other one off events.
A Millennium Project resulted in the production of a magnificent Wall Hanging Map of
the Parish in which every parishioner contributed. It is now proudly on display in the
foyer of the Davis Hall in a superb oak cabinet constructed by a parishioner.



Seats around the village were provided after a need was identified in the Appraisal.

Other recent events and changes which have had an impact on the Parish are:
The River Cam overflowed its bank on the night of the 6" November 2000 and
flooded over 30 properties in the village. West Camel was one of the worst affected
villages in Somerset but as with many disasters it
brought out the best of community spirit and
cooperation within the Parish. Unfortunately several of
the properties were flooded again a week later and this
prompted the Environment Agency to take action by
dredging the river and providing relief holding strips.
This has much improved the river flow rate and such a
disastrous incident has not been repeated.
A beautiful carved village sign has been installed on the Flooding in 1960
village green
As part of the VE and VJ celebrations, which involved the whole Parish in a street
party, a memorial was erected and dedicated in the centre of the village
A speed limit of 50mph, with a speed camera, has been introduced on the A303 at
Camel Hill. This has not significantly improved safe access in crossing from one side
of the Parish to the other or joining and turning off the busy trunk road.
A Public Inquiry has been held to investigate the improvement (dualling) of the A303
between Podimore roundabout and Sparkford. Although recognised as a high priority
road improvement the scheme has been put on hold by successive governments and
there is still no projected date for the work to start. There have been several fatalities
on this section of the road. The Parish has continually campaigned for the early start
of the scheme so that links within the local community can be safely re-established.
The Post Office and General Stores stopped trading in
June 2004. This was a great loss to the Parish as it
provided the life blood for many of the older less mobile
parishioners and also this was the communications
centre for all information. The neighbouring Postmaster
now provides mobile Post Office services at the Davis
Hall every Thursday morning. The local Bakery
supplies bread and cakes for sale and a rota of
volunteers provide coffee and homemade cakes throughout the morning.
A 30mph speed limit was introduced in the Parish in 2002. This is now being
reinforced by a Community Speed Watch team of trained volunteers. The Parish
Council is concerned that the Village is used as a “rat run” by commuting traffic.

Changes in Parish profile since 1996:
There has been a significant shift in age profile since the 1996 Appraisal. The
proportion of 22 to 39 year olds has gone down from 20% to 9% and the percentage
of 60 to 74 year olds has gone up from 27% to 35%. The 40 to 59 year olds and the
over 75s percentages have stayed approximately the same.

V. THE 2005 APPRAISAL

a. The process

The philosophy within our community is one of self help and self determination. Our intention
was to commit to the project using our own resources and to use the project to continue to
grow our community spirit. We would undertake most of the work ourselves and only incur



real costs relating to materials. It is our Parish we wish to improve and we expect our
community to make the major contribution.

It was decided that all parishioners, including children, should be consulted and a
guestionnaire was prepared to cover all aspects of Parish life. A presentation of the draft of
the questionnaire was made at the Parish Meeting in May 2005 and parishioners were given
the opportunity to amend or add to the scope of the questionnaire.

The finalised questionnaire was delivered by hand to every house in the Parish in September
2005. Community Groups and Organisations were consulted but each decided that a group
response was not necessary. Help was made available to complete the questionnaire and,
two weeks later, the questionnaires were collected. Two hundred and fifty three
guestionnaires were returned (450 delivered).

Our regular West Camel Newsletters kept everyone updated with the progress.

From the questionnaires this report was produced and delivered to every household in the
Parish. The report was launched at a presentation event in the Davis Hall. The Living Plan
Committee has passed on the results of the Appraisal to existing groups and will host events
to facilitate setting up new working groups to take ideas and Parish needs forward.

A copy of the questionnaire and the full results in detail are available on request and can be
accessed on line www.westcamel.org.uk

The project has cost approximately £1,257 which has been funded by South Somerset
District Council, DEFRA and a £100 contribution from our Parish Council. The majority of the
possible costs have been saved by the time given by the willing volunteers.

b.  The results from the Questionnaires

1. Recreation

1.1 The Playground consists of a seesaw, 2+2 swings and a “bolted” horse all mounted
on a safety surface and a mounded
slide and a short adventure trail. It also
has a grass area with small goal posts
at one end.
Ninety eight parishioners use the
playground frequently or occasionally
and one hundred and twenty three felt
that it was adequate. From the
comments as to how it could be
improved “mending” the rocking horse,
regular maintenance and improving the
litter collection head the list.

Action : The Playground Improvement

Group (PIG) was set up in the mid 1970s to look after the Playing Field and in 1996
installed the all-weather Sports Court. The results and comments have been passed
onto the PIG.



Some of you may not be aware of the story of the rocking horse.
A Horse’s Tail

Once upon a time there was a Beautiful Horse c&letky, of impeccable breeding, that went lames Hi
owners, being fearful of the large vet bills thagim be ahead, with heavy heart, considered catlieg
Knackerman.

As happens in all the best Fairy Tales, a locah@&rand his friend came to the rescue.
Farmer Tim and his friend Graham agreed to loogrdfte magnificent horse and give him sanctuaryhferrest
of his life.

He was brought back to their village, his lamereesged with loving care, and fitted with a Beadtfiew
Harness and Saddles. For several happy years hiewealsand ridden by the children in the village.

But soon storm clouds were gathering, as the hgnse older, men with official badges and clipboasdsl he
was no longer safe for the children to ride, ametighbour didn’t like his happy neighing as he Wweaig
ridden, so the wise men of the village, who loveglway he had made the children happy said thaBeautiful
Horse could stay, but was only allowed to stanhécorner of the field and not move, but the ckitdwere
still allowed to sit on him.

All the children of the village were unhappy to $ieeir friend so sad, so they asked the grown-opsake him
better or find another horse that they could ride perhaps keep the old horse company.............. thieeis
story so far.

Or just the facts!!

Tim Marsh and Graham Garrett acquired the horserfra

playground that they were rebuilding as it was aop

condition and to be replaced.

They refurbished it, Mary Gordon painted it, andtKe

Tingey, Tim, and Graham installed it in 1996, wites

Sports Court was created.

In 1998 ROSPA (the Royal Society for the Preverdfo

Accidents) declared that it did not meet the Nefetga

Standards. However they were happy provided it was

prevented from rocking.

Wicksteeds, the playground specialists, were ctetbaind The Bolted Hors

they didn’t consider the necessary modificatiorst co

effective.

The Parish Council of the time were left with tieeidion either to have it removed or to have edixit was
decided to leave it in place and have it boltedbélted rocking horse” was deemed safe and seemest m
appropriate after the intervention of officialdom.

1.2 Sports Court
A multi-purpose all weather Sports Court was built in 1996 and includes a solid wall at
one end with basketball net and is marked out for tennis, hockey and football.

Seventy five parishioners use the Sports Court frequently or occasionally and one
hundred and twenty five felt that it was adequate. From the comments regular repairs
and maintenance figured high with replacement of nets suggested.

Action : The results and comments have already been passed onto the PIG.



1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

Footpaths

The Parish is well supplied with Footpaths. An active Parish Councillor acts as
Footpath Liaison Officer and provides an important link with the

District Council Footpaths’ Partnership. Several stiles have

been replaced with kissing gates to improve access. The most

frequently used footpaths are in reasonable condition and

receive regular attention but there is room for improvement as

the survey reveals.

Two hundred and two parishioners said that they use the
footpaths and one hundred and twenty five said they were
adequate. Increased regular maintenance with general clearing
of one or two would make them more user-friendly; changing
stiles for gates at certain places would improve access. Better
sighage was also mentioned.

Seventy six parishioners said that they had a copy of either
“West Camel Walks” or “Circular Walks around West Camel”
and others indicated they would like a copy.

Action : The Parish Council Footpath Liaison Councillor must be supported with a self
help team to help improve the footpaths in the Parish.

The West Camel “out of print” booklet and the SSDC circular walks leaflet should be
available from within the Parish (they used to be available from the village shop)

Youth Club

Ten young people frequently attend the youth club
and 50% felt that the activities were adequate. Just
“more” of the same was suggested as the
improvement.

Action : A big thank you goes to those willing
volunteers who continue to run the Youth Club and
the recommendation is for the Parish to encourage
and support their initiatives and to ensure the young
are always integrated into all Parish activities.

Young People Facilities — suggestions for impro  vement?

The following suggestions came from the completed questionnaires:

Skateboard Park, cycle club, in line skating, cinema club, badminton, swimming pool,
youth soccer and cricket sides, annual sports day, holidays and nights out.

Most of the activities are available in the surrounding area and better and/or
organised transport could provide the link.

Action : Better access could be provided if a dedicated adult would take on the
responsibility of “young people” coordinator, maybe linked through the Youth Club.

Provision for Pre-School age groups

There is currently no real need as there are very few pre-school children in the Parish.
Provision should be considered in the future if the need arises. A “mother and toddler”
coffee morning was suggested once a month.



1.7

1.8

1.9

1.10

Action : To publicise the above suggestion to the parents of the toddlers in the Parish.
Theatre Group

The Theatre Group was established in 1993
and puts on a Christmas performance each
year involving over 40 parishioners, several
ex-parishioners and people from
neighbouring villages. It also provides
important links with visiting players and
performers through “Take Art” and other local
theatrical groups.

The Theatre Group is popular and well

supported. One hundred and thirty one

parishioners said they enjoyed watching the

performances and forty three parishioners

admitted to taking part in the productions.

The Theatre Group must decide whether
more performances should be attempted or more related activities, such as “visiting
players” or film shows, hosted by the Group.

Action : Thanks go to the Theatre Group for their excellent productions.

Sports and Leisure

Fifty six parishioners took part in Parish leisure and
learning activities. More organized/formal activities
were suggested. Some based in the Davis Hall
and others include walks and cycle rides. Most
suggestions came from the 40 to 59 age group.

Action : To hold a meeting to find volunteers to
lead these new activities. (see sectionl.11)

Horses A wining Rounders Team

Fifteen parishioners ride horses and their main

concern was safety on the roads. Safety issues related to vehicle speeds and driver
awareness but the major issue is the safe crossing of the busy A303 to access the
main bridleways in the Parish.

Action : This reinforces the issue of safely crossing the A303 (see section 2.5)

Cycling

One hundred and twenty two parishioners indicated that they rode their bicycles in the
Parish. Concerns were expressed about safety in traffic; vehicle speed, driver
awareness and heavy lorries, but the main concern was the state of the roads and the
number of potholes on the minor roads which are a significant risk to the cyclist.

Action : This is supporting evidence for the Parish Council to lobby for an effective
minor road maintenance programme to improve the state of local road surfaces.



1.11 Additional Recreation activities

2.1

2.2

2.3

Suggestions for increasing the variety of activities available in the Parish ranging from
Bridge to Swimming, including a Tennis Club and for specific coaching classes.

Action : To hold a meeting to find volunteers to lead these new activities. (see 1.8)

Transport and traffic

Transport and traffic highlighted issues adding weight to the Parish Council’'s negotiations
with District and County Councils and the Highways Agency. Problems with joining and
crossing the A303 were at the top of the list with traffic calming to control speeding and
control of heavy lorries were listed as the other pressing issues.

Transport you use

Over 89% indicated that they use a car either frequently or occasionally and over 40%
use a hicycle. With only a very limited bus service to the village it is obvious that
access to a car is vital to live in the Parish.

Mobility

Eight people said that they use a wheelchair or an electric scooter and indicate that
their main problems are caused by untrimmed hedges encroaching onto pavements.
Additional ramps would improve access between roads and pavements at key places.

Action : The hedges should be monitored and problems reported to the Parish
Council. Additional ramp access to be researched with the users.

Improvements to overcome transport problems
Fifty five parishioners indicated that they have a problem with transport. Only 27 were
“non car” users suggesting 28 car users also have problems with transport.

55 Would like to see a better bus service to Yeovil

32 Would like to see a better bus service to Sherborne

42 Would like to see a better bus service to Queen Camel
30 Would like to see a better bus service to lichester

Every indication is that if an improved bus service were available more car users
would use it.

Action : The Parish Council already recognise the benefits of an improved public
transport service and this information provides support for further improvements.

10



2.4

2.5

2.6

2.7

Significant Traffic problems
The questionnaire asked “are any of the following a significant traffic problem in the
Parish?” The results were:

Yes No
Heavy Lorries 111 70
Speeding 172 40
Volume of Traffic 73 83
Crossing A303 to Downhead 180 25
and Steart

Action : Traffic problems and road safety issues have been recurring concerns over
the years. The Parish Council can use this information to reinforce its efforts to get
the agencies involved to recognise our concerns and take the necessary actions.

A303 Crossing

The A303 bisects the Parish and separates the hamlets of Downhead and Steart from
West Camel village. Access on and off the A303 and the safe crossing of this road
are recognised as major problems. 114 people (45.1%) said that a safe means of
crossing the A303 should be provided and several more, although supportive, felt that
no money would be available to address the problem. This is supported by the 180
people who felt that there was a significant problem crossing the A303 safely.

Action : Safety and the A303 continue to be
a major concern. (see also section 1.9) The
Parish Council should encourage the
agencies to investigate short term
expediencies if the A303 road improvements
are to be continually delayed.

Primary Route through the village The A303 in 1908

If the road improvements to the A303 between Sparkford and Podimore go ahead the
volume of through traffic in the village of West Camel could well increase. The
guestionnaire took the opportunity to seek the views of the parishioners as to which
route through the village was preferred if A303 work takes place.

In response 10 people supported Route A (Fore Street) and 203 people supported
Route B (Howell Hill). Several parishioners supported neither route, and felt that every
effort should made to restrict any/all through traffic through the village.

Action : This provides useful information for the Parish Council.

Traffic calming

98 people (38.7%) supported traffic calming measures and 67 people (26.5%) did not.
There were many comments and suggestions. There were strong feelings expressed
both for and against specific measures in specific places. These comments and
suggestion will be of value if further actions are considered.

11



2.8

Number of votes

Action : Traffic calming is a controversial issue. The Parish Council may find the
comments useful. A Community Speedwatch Team has already been established
and several parishioners have been trained; speed monitoring has started.

Neighbourhood Watch

Neighbourhood Watch needs to be encouraged and have its profile improved to
involve more of the Parish and have closer links with the Police.

147 people said that they knew what to do and 87 replied that they did not.

Action : Neighbourhood Watch procedures should become a standard part of each
“West Camel Newsletter”, published on the website and displayed on each notice
board. In December 2005 a leaflet called “Mendip and South Somerset Community
Safety Partnership” was delivered to each household — this contains a lot of useful
information and contact points and should be kept to hand. At the present time West
Camel is in urgent need of a Neighbourhood Watch coordinator — any volunteers?

Environment
This section asked an open question and allowed respondents to give their own
priorities to environmental issues. The results are summarized below.

Action : This information provides information and could generate initiatives for the
Parish Council and any other Group keen to improve our living environment.
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Summary of Comments

Flooding : The risk of properties being flooded was a real concern. Regular river
maintenance with the provision of an attenuation pond together with improvements to ditches
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and storm drains within the village were

recommended to reduce the risk of flooding.

Improving surveillance and improving

communication links are also recommended.

Recycling : Improving recycling facilities to

include glass, plastics, cardboard received

overwhelming support. (see also section 5.5)

Litter: Parishioners were concerned at the

amount of litter particularly along the roadside

verges and around the bin bag collection

points. They supported a twice yearly parish

“clean up” day and more litter bins especially

in laybys. Only putting bin bags out on the

morning of collection would reduce the

opportunity of animals and birds to

investigate the contents.

Dog Fouling : This was identified as an issue and more consideration from dog owners was
identified as the way forward

Greenspaces : It was felt that it is important to retain them all.

Noise : RNAS Yeovilton was identified as the main culprit with low flying, flying off the
designated flight paths, and night flying.

Crime : More local policing was the theme here.

Neighbourhood Watch : More publicity and general awareness was required.

Pond : Comments encouraged the pond project to be finished and the pond area to be
maintained regularly.

Street Lighting : A mixed response from those for and those against any street lighting. Most
support for limited lighting at key places.

Trees: Some support for a tree planting programme.

Wildlife : Generally protect and promote but concerns about too many rabbits and cats.
Bonfires : More consideration would help but various restrictions were proposed.

Air Quality & Pollution : Comments highlight RNAS Yeovilton & traffic, including the A303.
Street Signs : A mixed response — too many, too few, more maintenance and better visibility.
Pest Control : Concerning Rabbits, Rats, Pigeons & Rooks.

Chemicals : Safe disposal of and safe practices are important.

Light Pollution : Concern about the settings of security lights.

Verges: The need to keep them tidy.

Traffic : The need to restrict volume and control speed. (see

also section 2.4)

4 Housing
The survey revealed that parishioners felt there was a
need for limited development to accommodate first time
buyers and local people. There is support for extending
the development boundaries at the edges of the village
and overwhelming support to protect the existing green
spaces within the Parish. Barn conversion 1990
Action : The detailed results from the next two sections provide the Parish Council
and the District Council with the views of existing parishioners on the housing needs
and possible changes to current planning rules to satisfy the local needs.

13



4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Does the Parish need more housing

The majority were in favour of some development
particularly for first time buyers and local people (141
in favour). 68 people felt no more housing was needed.

Extended Development
The highest number of replies (151) were in favour of
limited development at the village boundaries.

Green spaces and village pond Back Street 2005
85% of people wanted the continued protection of the

green space and a clear majority said that the Pond should be improved as a feature
of West Camel.

Action : This gives a clear initiative to the Parish Council to complete the Pond Project
and reaffirms maintaining the existing green spaces within the Parish.

Telecom Masts
A clear majority (60.5%) were against
telecom masts.

Alternative energy sources

It was suggested that we should hold a Road
Show to demonstrate how we could make
our homes more energy efficient and explain
alternative energy sources.

Amenities

The Davis Hall has become a real asset to the village enabling many new ventures to
start and where all the events listed in section 5.3 now take place. It is also home to a
mobile Post Office since the General Stores and Post Office closed in June 2004.
The Amenities (section 5.1) currently available in the Parish were all rated highly as
very or quite important. There was significant support for a Farmers’ Market and
considerable support for a Social Club.

14



5.1

5.2

A new Community Library service is being pioneered in the Davis Hall.

Important amenities in the Parish
The question asked was “do you consider the survival of the following amenities
important to Parish life?” The results are shown below:

Very Important | Quite Important | Unimportant

All Saints Church 178 54 7
The Davis Hall 229 13 1
Methodist Church 115 78 28
Mobile Library 116 92 23
Steart Hill Garage 72 74 73
The Bakery 139 74 21
The Walnut Tree 103 75 52
Thursday Post 200 30 10
Office at Davis Hall

These results reinforce the importance of any services and facilities available in the
Parish itself. They provide a useful service with reduced travel costs and encourage
and foster community spirit initiating social contacts and supporting local activities.

Action : All local amenities are continually at risk. The principle of “use it or lose it”
must not be forgotten and everyone must share the responsibility to make sure that
they use and improve the facilities for the benefit of future generations.

The Triangle

The triangle opposite the Walnut Tree Inn attracted many comments. In the main its
present layout is acceptable although some feel that regular maintenance should be a
little more often. The gnomes attracted their own comments both for and against!

15



Action : No further action recommended. A big “thank you” is due to those willing
volunteers who maintain both the triangle and the memorial areas.

The Davis Hall
The Davis Hall, officially opened in 2001, has become the

centre for Parish activities. It is in daily use and is very well
equipped providing facilities for all the following regular
groups - Art & Crafts, Combined Churches Sunday Club,
Computer Club, Cool Country, Dog Training, Gardeners
Club, IT Classes, Lunch Club, Methodist Church, Model
Railway Society, the Rock Youth Club, St Michael's
Scottish Dancing, Short Mat Bowls, Table Top Sales,
Theatre Group, Thornford Sequence Dancers, the Parish
Council, Western Sequence Dancing, and the Womens
Institute.

The most popular groups meeting in the Davis Hall are
Table Top Sales (34.4%), the Theatre Group (32%), and
the Gardening Club (19.8%).

More significantly the responses indicate that over 50%
have never attended any of the above activities in the Davis
Hall.

Action : It is possible that some Parishioners do not know
the events that take place on their doorstep. Better publicity
must make sure that all Parishioners know about the
regular and the one-off events that take place in the Davis
Hall.

Additional activities
The results from the question “what other activities would you support in the Parish if
they were available” are shown below:

Regularly Occasionally
Farmers Market 139 66
Pilates Class 41 22
Tai Chi Class 29 22
Canoeing Club 16 17
Swimming Pool 88 41
Social Club 41 59

More than 75% would support a regular Farmers’ Market in the Davis Hall. A Social
Club would be popular, whilst many members of the community said that they would
regularly use a Swimming Pool were one provided in the village.

Action : It is recommended that a meeting is held to measure support and engage
willing volunteers to lead such suggestions/ventures forward.

Other amenities

If there were other amenities in the Parish, it was also asked “how often would you
use these facilities?” The results were:

16



5.6

Regularly Occasionally
Additional seats 35 121
around the Parish
Café/Tea Shop 45 97
Recycling Facilities 186 29
Village Store with 175 57
Post Office

There is keen interest to improve the recycling facilities in the Parish. (See also
section 3 Environment).

The significant impact of the recent loss of the Village Shop and Post Office has now
taken effect and the response from the questionnaire indicates there is significant
support were it to reopen.

Action : A Parish meeting should be held to explore these suggestions.

Do you use?
To the question asked “do you use?” The results were:

Frequently Occasionally Never
West Camel Website 6 59 137
www.westcamel.org.uk
Newsletter 134 67 28
Camels News 109 59 47
West Camel Photocopier 13 48 146
Computer at the Davis Hall 5 12 185

The results show a significant lack of awareness of the West Camel website that has
been on line for over four years.

Action : A big “thank you” to Geoff Chapman who is responsible for the website.
There seems a real need to improve communication.

Parish Council

Many comments indicated that the Parish
Council were doing a good job and that the
Parishioners should be grateful that
individuals were prepared to give of their
time for the benefit of the rest of the
parishioners.

77.5% indicated that they were satisfied
with the way the Parish Council spent the
Parish precept raised as part of the Council
Tax with only 7 indicating dissatisfaction.

Over 91% were satisfied with the communication by the Parish Council of its
decisions and activities but comments indicated that communications could be
improved if the minutes of Parish Council Meetings were published on the West
Camel Website. Also minutes should be “opened out” on the notice boards so that all
the contents could be read.
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6.1

How could WCPC be improved?
Various comments were made and these
have been passed onto the Chairman of
the Parish Council for their consideration.
These comments included shorter
meetings, more under 50's on the Parish
Council, better communications, personal
house visits, youth representation, it is
wonderful and OK as it is.

What makes West Camel special’? Parish Councillors flybye/freebet
Over 175 parishioners expressed their

views and all their comments are included in the full report which is available on
request. Here are just a selection:

| live here and it is a pleasure to live in it! Ey@ne is so nice to each other and it works as a

community.

Its my home

It's quite small so everyone knows each other

The involvement everyone has in the village. We @ireen Camel in environment, friendliness, and

socials. | like the fact that young people havéance to do what they want and they have the

opportunity to talk to older and more intelligergple and ask questions.

The People and the Davis Hall
Beautiful setting, nice people [most of them
anyway], not too big.
Friendly polite people live in West Camel.
There is a certain standard of people who
live here. We want to keep West Camel as it
is and not let it get too big with new houses
and street lighting.
Everyone is equal and willing to muck in
Big community spirit and a variation of
ages/families in village

Parish Pageant 192( The warmth and friendship from the people

of the village.

Beautiful place to live with real community spirit.

Ideal location, not too big which is how a villagesupposed to be, people very friendly. Most prgpe

in good condition so makes the village looked Waked after.

Nothing anymore, it is just like loads of otheragles. Without a village store it no longer hagarh

It's just a collection of properties.

Very active, lively village with plenty happeningust

wish | had more time available to participate. Rdiky,

but not intrusive. Feel comfortable in the village.

Retains an atmosphere of traditional/rural friertajit

community. Peaceful but good communication/travel.

Relatively quiet roads.

Community Spirit — villagers working together féwet

good of the community — serious stuff and

leisure/pleasure things!

The safe environment, the social activities, thgsut

of all to village events.

Great mix of “incomers” and established families ) .
Silver Jubilee June 1977
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The Davis Hall.

Its beautiful rural location small size pretty asipaf well kept properties and gardens friendliness
helpfulness and welcoming nature of Inhabitantsang sense of community belonging and being
involved, A lovely quiet peaceful village.

Nice quiet village — not too big and there is ryhtipollution (streetlights) which is good as yansee
the sky and stars at night. Quite good

community spirit.

Friendly ambitious. Plenty to join for

those who wish.

The fantastic community spirit. Caring

but not too nosey.

West Camel has gone down hill the

last few years. Too many fuss pots and

nosey parkers.

Secure village environment, well

organised community, good

community spirit, partly by being

small enough to get to know people,

but generally residents want to

maintain the village.

Small community, easy access to

A303, low crime, pollution and other

environmental problems.

Everybody helps in time of need for

others [ flooding]. There is always somebody invhiage that can help even if it's only to listem
somebody’s problems.

All residents appear to take an active part indvamunity. Don’t forget Urgashay is part of theiglal
The people — having a circular village helps aswalk round it and see people, but the demiseef th
village store has affected this hugely.

The inhabitants. It's a good positive and frienaltttude of most people who go out of their way to
make things happen for the benefit of all in ollagie. Davis Hall is an excellent facility whichitigs
people together and communicate on a regular bésah is a valuable asset.

The energy and enthusiasm of the parishioners.

If you want to join in with any activity you are m@welcome. If you just want to do your own thing
people respect your privacy.

Lack of cliques/warring factions

Itis not — it is a convenient place to live fomno

Limited size village with good mix of open spaces developed areas; balance age range across the
community; good facilities and reasonable accessaim urban facilities nearby; an interested and
active Parish Council together with vibrant activeups. It floods on an unpredictable basis.

A big thank you to Brenda Morgan — (I think)

for keeping the War Memorial so beautiful

It is a caring community which lets the

individual decide how much or how little of its

facilities to use.

This is a small, friendly and very caring village.

It welcomes new people and encourages them

to join village activities. This village is also

quiet and would benefit from traffic calming.

It is a rural community, always ready to do

things. The community does a great deal to help

each other.

It is a very nice village and we have a lovely

village hall with a lot going on but it would be

even better with a village shop there passers blgdmuy drinks and shacks and find out more ablwait t
village.

The Parish Council.
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7.2

Relatively peaceful and quiet(Harriers excludethnfy of green space, ability to walk round village
without retracing steps, river-(when not in floogliseason).

| can’t see why it is speciall No better or worisart many other villages. There is clearly a thgvin
community which one can be part of or not, as drmses- there is no pressure, people can liveegs th
choose and that is good.

Its size and location, peacefulness, communitytspiiendliness of its people, neatness of thelgas
(well most of them!) the Davis Hall, Mary Gordon.

Don't know but it is a good place to live

The residents of West Camel are fortunate in ble@iged and guided by very able people and | am
happy that they take the lead in all village fuoieti and activities. They have 100% interest inxtak
being of the village, and make good decisions.

The tranquillity and surrounding countryside.

It's a small friendly, but not intrusive village&uiet — a bit ‘old fashioned’, plenty of surrounglin
greenery and trees, and has not as yet become¢eot ‘highly desirable’. Let’s keep it that wayd
not over egg the pudding.

It seems a happy village and on the way to almogivaere it wants to go — | count myself very
fortunate to live here.

Ideas for the future

There were almost 200 suggestions made on what to do next. This in itself indicates
the involvement every parishioner has in the future of this Parish. A verbatim list is
included in the full report which is available on request.

Here is a précis of the ideas:

A Corner Shop and Post Office

Have more things to do for young age group, spiays rugby teams against other villages. The Play
Park needs more things.

Open a shop please

Flood prevention/management.

Hopefully more alternative energy sources beingl asel a shop opening.

Would be good to have more facilities for the diglethose without transport i.e. shop/improved bus
service.

Help/encourage young people to remain in the \é@legher than being forced to live elsewhere.
Development needs to be extended to prevent yoillagers from being priced out of the market.
Bring back a village shop.

More recycling bins at the Davis Hall.

A post office and shop would bring people in thitage closer.
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To build upon the village’s greatest asset, thepfeeof the village. Creating events where peopte ca
mix and support each other.
Preserve it's charm and don't try to be too ambfio
A pub and a post office/ village shop
Don't over develop, if people want to build extems, houses etc make sure it's in keeping with the
village.
A pub, that can be a restaurant as well, but soramwou can call in and just have a drink.
Really would appreciate direct bus route either to
Queen Camel/ Yeovil daily during commuter
hours .i.e. 8.00am-5.00pm Maybe a bus could
connect between the 8.15 at Queen Camel to
Yeovil and the evening bus that gets into Queen
Camel in the evening
The completion of the A303 improvements would
have a positive effect on the village.
Keep the A303 improvement to the north of
Howell hill. If it ever happens. Have a stress free
life.
Cover Howell Hill with broad leafed trees — help
alleviate water run off and would help reduce
traffic noise from A303.
Keep the “Status Quo” and improve the A303.
We need a Village Green.
To look at ways to retain the special appeal of MZesnel whilst moving into unknown future and all
the change that we have to embrace — alternatmggnsustainability, environmental issues.
Café / tearoom encouraging community spirit and gisitors to the village.
PO and shop would be great — gives a lovely fetHewillage.
Football nets on the green area by Davis Hall eta@r the ditches with netting to stop balls from
forever going in
A little housing development should be allowed kegp overall look of the village.
Let's hope the Navy gets a quieter plane.
To make the local inn more community friendly.
To sustain the village the mix of ages and incoewels need to
be maintained. If government policy is againstagk
development and the use of the motor car we neigdegrate
more with Wales/ Queen Camel parish. This may gieee
clout for planning approvals, bus routes, floodtgcton.
Provision of garages for residents of Home Close.
We really do need a shop.
Encourage more young local people to the villaggink it is
a tragedy that youngsters growing up in the villageforced
out by high property prices.
Don't develop.
Enhance the stream to make it more attractive akthm
bridges making them a feature.
More frequent social/ entertainment at the villag#, to
encourage mixing.
New housing to keep in style with present houskmy a pub
that welcomes locals.
To bring back our shop. | am sure there would loeigh
committed volunteers to run it.
An easy way to get to the village from Steart amavbhead.
Weight limit on the bridge
Fundraise for attenuation pond scheme [ or at kedgposit to encourage the environment agency.]
Safe crossing / turnings onto A303.
Encourage families in to continue the good workedby others.
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Joining the A303 from either Howell Hill or Plowagiane towards Sparkford is dangerous. This
means most motorists go through Queen Camel, wriithoon be like the M25

Keep going with controlled development and expansiofacilities and amenities. Get to grips —
seriously — with the flooding risk.

Sort out quickly and effectively the traffic/ spé®gl problems through the village[especially Fore
Street.] monitor and protect the village’s ‘attriési from being eroded and/ or destroyed by future
A303 development/ expansion plans.

Spend some of the annual budget on ‘down to epréttical projects- which would have an immediate
impact] viz. traffic speed indicators{LED] at baginds of Fore Street and Howell Hill/ Parsonage Road
to indicate to drivers at what speeds they arerdyiat through our village!!

The community should be allowed to grow graduajhdevelopment in the parish and its periphery.
Recommend changing Howell Hill speed limit from 3ghrto 40mph.

A safe crossing of the A303 is a good idea anadif gould persuade the greedy government to spend
money, | would be amazed. It does cut off the nfsctin the south!

We the 60 something’s need to make it attractivetfe 40 something’s to begin to take respongbilit
for the future of the Parish. We need to attrasteryoung families therefore need affordable ditrac
housing. A shop (Parish co operative or similanyerafter school and holiday activities- e.g. Sport
Day, Tennis, 5 a side football or hockey. Holidaybs if there is enough children to support them.

If young people could afford to live here the Panigll thrive in the future

When I retire | shall go and live somewhere else
More Village Clean Up days per year

Protect what we have

New housing to bring new people — there is a daafer
becoming a retirement village!

“Lock Up” shop. Provided by villages by way of sasar
Not run for profit. Post office 1-2 times per wegkh
seats/ tables outside in a “natter” area. One blassite
where pond is now. Location must be in centre of
village.

Carry on as we are going — | wouldn’t live anywhere
else!

The upriver attenuation scheme - needs continuing
pressure to bring it about.

The buildings in the village are predominantlyattive.
An effort should be made to bring about starter é&®m
for local youngsters. It is not good to have anrove
preponderance of retirees (I am one). The villdgei &l
be balanced (look at Corton Denham as a bad examtygee everyone seems to be retired).

Have the A303 moved two miles north so that noismmlarised for others.

Maintain rural atmosphere ie. no street lightingi$ing development or wind turbines.

The one item we need is ‘Norcat Facility’ — a tegivice so vital when husband is no more a[ to the
Davis Hall, b] Queen Camel daily post office, c] 8hints Church.

At 83years of age please may any changes for Hageibe for the better not the worse.

Limited development

Some forms of transport for non-drivers or travegjlshop

A swimming pool x3

Any Dads or retired person to arrange footballotier sporting events) for the boys and girls
Improve safety for pedestrians by improving paveisien alternatives

Hold onto what we have got — don’t change sometthiagisn’t broken
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VI. THE CONCLUSIONS — WHAT NEXT?

Over the last 25 to 30 years here in West Camel we have been particularly proactive
in researching, funding and delivering various parish projects. Never forget nothing is
impossible.

The BIG ISSUES — THE HEADLINES

Flooding
Flooding is the main concern for the parishioners who live in the river flood plain. Continual
and continued pressure on the Environment Agency is essential.

The A303
This major trunk road bisects the Parish and provides a significant safety risk. Access to and
from it are difficult and risky but the main problem is crossing it safely. What can be done?

Recycling
There is overwhelming support for improving our current facilities for recycling our waste.
Surely there should be an easy quick fix here.

The Village Shop and Post Office
We have lost ours — what next?

Farmers’ Market
Huge support indicated for a Farmers’ Market. Where could it be held and who would run it?

A Swimming Pool - a dream or a possible reality
There was interest shown from both young and old for a swimming pool in the Parish. Is this
just a dream or could it happen in West Camel?

Much information and many comments have been collected by the questionnaire. Any
relevant information has been passed onto existing Groups and meetings have been
scheduled to facilitate the setting up of new Groups to lead on new initiatives.

The actions recommended are included in the relevant section of the report.

What happens next is up to you.
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Appendix
Members of the West Camel Living Plan Committee

A.

and its Terms of Reference

telephone e-mail contact

Chairman | Phil Gamble 01935 850736 gamblepb@btinternet.com
Vice Colin Langham 01935 851815 colinlangham@onetel.com
Treasurer | Brian Broomfield 01935 851734 b.broomfield@virgin.net
Secretary | Jill Hogben 01935 851757 hogben@aol.com

Andrew Clark 01935 850283 androverclark@yahoo.co.uk

Mary Gamble 01935 850736 gamblepb@btinternet.com

Mary Gordon 01935 851214 naishsfarm@aol.com

Paul Heathcote 01935 850171 | paul.heathcote@ukonline.co.uk

Nick Armstrong 01935 851262 | nick armstrong@hotmail.com

The West Camel Living Plan Committee decided that its purpose was to be to:

Develop a framework for the Parish Plan, which will be known as the West Camel
Living Plan, hereafter to be known as the Plan -
Identify ways of involving the whole community and gather the views of as many
individuals and groups in the Parish who wish to contribute to the Plan

Determine the type(s) of survey and the information to be gathered

Identify priorities and appropriate timescales to ensure the timely production of the

1.

2.

3.

©

Plan

Identify sources of funding and to seek to obtain such funding as is necessary for the
production of the Plan
Liaise with relevant authorities and organisations to make the Plan as effective as

possible

Be responsible for the analysis of the data, and the production and distribution of the

final report

Report back to the Parish Council on the progress of the Plan

Produce the West Camel Living Plan
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